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Key Successes of the Economic Tree Planting Extension Project
in Chonburi Province
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Abstract

This research aimed to (1) study characteristic of farmers involved in economic plantation
project (2) examine barriers of farmers to attend forest plantation project (3) investigate the success
factor of economic forest plantation project and (4) analyze and identify improvement method for an
economic plantation project.

The sample size consists of five forestry-promoting officers from forest resource management
office 9 (Chonburi), Chonburi Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment and 32 farmers
who used be in the program together with the one who are attending program since 1994-1996 simple
random sampling. The research method employed structured interview and participatory seminar.

Results showed (1) Respondents are both male and female at same proportion, 61 years old,
graduated with a primary and bachelor degree, had 4-5 family members, owned 10-30 rai of cultivated
land which were used in the program, farmers, had monthly income between 150,001 — 200,000 baht,
and expense between 150,001 — 200,000 baht. (2) Barriers of the program were disease and insects,
termite, wildfire, drought, lacking of reserve, and difficulties of getting fund support from government.
(3) Factors affecting successful economic plantation project were media and/or promotion and desires
for planting seeds for the kid’s future. (4) By using SWOT analysis, the strengths of the program were
promotion, knowledge about the program, attitudes of attendees, tree caring process of the program
while the weaknesses were farmer selection process, complexity of inspection method and payments,
unsystematic follow-up, lacking of advice about cultivated field and plant preservation method.
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